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brought Britain and Italy together sufficiendy to reassure Austria, and before the end of the year he had induced Lord Salisbury to enter into a formal agreement with Austria and Italy for joint action in the Mediterranean which could only be aimed at Russia. The British public and Parliament knew nothing of this agreement and its very existence remained for many years die most closely guarded secret of the Foreign Office.
In the course of the negotiations Bismarck had persuaded Lord Salisbury that by pledging her support to Austria and Italy, Great Britain would obtain a valuable guarantee against the designs of Russia, but that did not at aU deter him from the second of ins achievements of this year—the conclusion of the secret "Reinsurance Treaty" with Russia. The Tsar Alexander, who had been quarrelling with Austria, refused to renew the League of the Three Emperors, but he was willing to enter into a secret arrangement whereby Germany pledged herself to remain benevolently neutral if Austria attacked Russia, and Russia to do the same, if France attacked Germany. Austria, who had concluded a similar secret treaty with Germany behind the back of Russia in 1879 was now repaid in her own coin. Many attempts have been made to prove that the Austrian Secret Treaty, the Russian Reinsurance Treaty, the Triple Alliance, and the British-Austro-Italianc . Mediterranean Agreement were in verbal conformity widl-one another, but there can at all events be no doubt that Bismarck's manoeuvres with each of his partners in. turn-behind the backs of the others were contrary to the spirit of loyalty and candour to be expected between allies.
There was a brief period during the premiership of Jules Ferry when Bismarck endeavoured to make peace with France and induce her to accept the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine W return for German support of her colonial ambitions. But this aided abruptly in 1885, when Ferry was driven from power after the disaster which befell the French expedition in Xoaquin. His successor, Freycinet, vetoed all flirtations with Germany, and appointed as his Minister for War the dashing Boula&ger, who wrought the French public into a high state of military ardour by his bellicose speeches and fiery gestures, lathe end Boulanger turned out to be only a flashy adventurerave been fatal to the German policy of uniting ttte Three Emperors for the isolation of France, fn England, Mr. Gladstone raised his powerful voice against the policy of bolstering up Turkey and perpetuating Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
